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Aim/Essential Question: How do you write meaningful algebraic expressions? 

Do Now:  

The following algebraic expression is 
given: 
M + F + C where M is the number of 
men in your family, F is the number of 
women, and C, the number of children 
in your family. What do you think this 
expression is implying?  
Does it have an useful application? 
How about (M)(W)(C)? Explain. 

 

 

Vocabulary/Concept Bank 

Important term Definition 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

As we read aloud, underline any word you think might be important.  Write a question mark next to anything 

you don’t understand.  Draw a box around the question or task you are being asked to complete, if any. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Be creative!  Try to come up with expressions you don’t think your classmates will create. 

 



Expression Summary Phrase Numerical Value 

M + W + C 
 

Number of people in a family 6 

FW 
 

Number of women per train  

 
 

Number of wagons per train  25 

F (M+W+C) 
 

Number of people per train  

FV(M+W+C)(B) 
Amount of water consumed by the people in a train 
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Summary (MIP):  

What are general ideas 
we discovered about 
writing a variable 
expression? 
 
 
 

 

 

Vocabulary to be used during the discussion:  Algebraic expression, Coefficient, Variable, Substitution, 

Evaluate, Product 


